comparison of the distribution of the pain scores between patients the Kolmogrov-Smirnov test was employed. RESULTS: The comparison pain score distribution using Kolmogorov-Smirnov test for post-operative assessment yielded a Z-value of 2.84 (P Ͻ 0.001). The comparison pain score distribution at 24hrs yielded a Z-value of 1.48 (P Ͻ 0.05). These results imply the difference in distribution of pain scores among MIT and MIVAT group to be statistically significant. CONCLUSION: Video-assisted thyroidectomy appears to reduce the pain in patients shortly after the operation and 24 hours post-operative. The reduction is statistically significant. Male patients appear to report less pain compared to their female counterparts.
Molecular Imaging-Assisted Surgery for Head and Neck Cancer
Shunsuke Miyamoto, MD (presenter); Taku Yamashita, MD, PhD; Bert O'Malley, MD; Daqing Li, MD OBJECTIVE: 1) Apply molecular imaging technique to head and neck oncology surgery. 2) Detect on-site residual or microscopic tumors during resection. 3) Determine whether molecular imaging-assisted surgery may improve treatment outcomes for head and neck cancer.
METHOD:
We have developed the first orthotopic mouse model of head and neck squamous cell carcinoma (HNSCC) expressing the green florescence protein (GFP) gene detected by a dynamic molecular imaging system. This mouse model was used for the current study. Tumors were detected by the Kodak Molecular Imaging System before surgery and confirmed histologically. Mice were divided into different groups, with or without molecular imaging-assisted surgery. After original total tumor resection with no visible tumor, the molecular imaging system was used on-site for detecting residual or microscopic tumors. The mice with residual or microscopic tumor underwent a further tumor resection. Cisplatin-based chemotherapy was used postoperatively for combined therapy groups. RESULTS: The molecular imaging system demonstrated the advantages of detecting and tracking residual or microscopic tumors that cannot be found by unaided eye after a total tumor resection. The mice treated with molecular imaging-assisted surgery had significantly prolonged survival after tumor resection. With combined surgery and chemotherapy, the mice treated with molecular imaging-assisted surgery greatly improved the treatment outcomes. CONCLUSION: The molecular imaging system is a noninvasive diagnostic tool for detecting and tracking residual tumor and tumor growth. The molecular imaging-assisted surgery may significantly improve treatment outcomes in the surgical resection of HNSCC and further development and research is warranted.
Nasopharyngeal Endoscopic Resection: Surgical Perspectives
Paolo Battaglia, MD (presenter); Andrea Bolzoni Villaret, MD; Maurizio Bignami, MD; Piero Nicolai, MD; Paolo Castelnuovo, MD OBJECTIVE: 1) Describe different surgical endoscopic approaches to the nasopharynx according to the local extension of the disease. 2) Evaluate the efficacy of endoscopic surgery in the management of selected nasopharyngeal tumors (NPTs). METHOD: From 1997 to 2010, 23 patients (13 male, 10 female, mean age 48 years) with previously untreated (8) or recurrent NPTs (15) were treated with curative intent by pure endoscopic resection. The extent of surgical resection was classified in: type 1 NER (Nasopharyngeal Endoscopic Resection): resection limited to the postero-superior nasopharyngeal wall reaching the bony floor of the sphenoid sinus; type 2 NER: resection extended superiorly to the sphenoid sinus; type 3 NER: resection with lateral extension including the cartilaginous portion of the Eustachian tube and parapharyngeal space. RESULTS: Type 1 NER was performed in 4 cases, type 2 in 10, and type 3 in 9. No intra-or postoperative complications were observed. Mean hospitalization stay was 4.2 days. The lesions were staged according to the UICC TNM staging system classification: stage I, 12 (52.2%); stage II, 2 (8.7%); stage III, 6 (26.1%) and stage IV, 3 (13%). Mean follow-up was 37 months. Five years disease-specific survival was 76.8 12.3. CONCLUSION: NER is a feasible surgical technique in the treatment of selected previously untreated or recurrent NPTs, which can be modulated in relation to tumor extension. This approach may be considered a suitable option in the treatment of selected NPTs. Larger series of patients and a longer follow-up are needed to better define the role of NER.
Nasopharyngectomy for Recurrent NPC: A Multivariate Analysis
Alexander Vlantis, FCS(SA)ORL (presenter); Hing-Sang Chan; Brian K H Yu, MD; Michael C F Tong; C Andrew van Hasselt, FRCSE OBJECTIVE: To identify prognostic factors for (i) local relapse-free survival and (ii) overall survival in patients who undergo surgical salvage nasopharyngectomy for residual or recurrent nasopharyngeal carcinoma. METHOD: A retrospective case series review was conducted of 97 patients with operable residual or recurrent nasopharyngeal carcinoma who underwent a surgical salvage nasopharyngectomy at an academic tertiary referral center between November 1987 and June 2007. Survival was estimated using the Kaplan-Meier product-limit method and potential clinical prognostic factors tested individually for their effect on local relapse-free survival and overall survival at 5 years using Cox's proportional hazards model. Factors that achieved sig-
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